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The World Forum for Democracy – Strasbourg 2013
is calling for expressions of interest

The second edition of the World Forum for Democracy, which will take place on 27-29 November 2013 will focus on re-connecting citizens with institutions and re-inventing democratic participation in the information age
. 

The core content of the Forum will consist of discussions about experimental initiatives and innovative ideas that have the ambition to amplify citizen voices, increase institutions’ transparency, responsiveness, re-focus on common interest and enable more deliberation and citizen influence on decision-making
. These initiatives and ideas will be challenged with respect to their potential for strengthening democratic participation, risks they may entail, their transferability, and their impact on democratic institutions and practice as a whole.

The initiatives will be discussed in a series of creative labs. Each lab will be sponsored by an organisation, an institution, a state, a local authority... 
Sponsoring organisations will be responsible for identifying the initiative(s) to be presented, and inviting the presenter(s), preparing the lab content jointly with the Council of Europe, and if possible for financing the participation of the presenters. The Council of Europe will identify moderators, as well as discussants and “challengers” for each lab. 
Lab sponsors and initiative presenters may or may not belong to the same organisation. Joint proposals for a lab may also be submitted by more than one organisation. Likewise, an organisation may wish to present an initiative to be showcased in a lab, but be unable to sponsor the lab. Alternatively, an organisation may wish to sponsor a lab but not have a particular initiative in mind. In such cases the Council of Europe will try to match (selected) initiatives and sponsors.  In many cases, however, we expect that sponsors will put forward an initiative of their choice.
Interested parties are invited to express their interest in sponsoring a lab and/or presenting an initiative by 31 March 2013, by answering the questionnaire in Appendix to Ms Irena Guidikova (irena.guidikova@coe.int), tel. + 33 3 88 41 32 19.
The World Forum Task Force will select the most interesting and relevant proposals by the end of April 2013.

If for technical reasons you are unable to send a complete proposal by the above deadline, please do send us your ideas even in an early stage. 
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Expression of interest 
in sponsoring a lab and/or presenting an initiative 
at the Strasbourg World Forum on Democracy, 27-29 November 2013
	Country:

	Organisation/institution:

	Contact person (Mr/Ms):

	Address:

	Telephone:

	Mobile phone:

	E-mail:

	Web site:

	

	Please indicate whether you wish to:

	
○ Sponsor a lab only

○ Present an initiative only

○ Sponsor a lab and present an initiative


	(If you want to sponsor a lab only:)
Please indicate any preferences in terms of topics or aspects:

	

	(If you want to present an initiative:)
Brief description of the initiative or idea (max. 200 words): goals, actions, scope, participants, partners. 

	

	Since when the initiative has been implemented (in case you are presenting an idea which has not been implemented yet, please state the origin, sources of inspiration, relevant academic debate etc.)?

	

	How is this initiative/idea contributing to broaden and deepen democratic participation?

	

	What have been the results so far?

	

	How have results been assessed?

	

	What challenges have been encountered?

	

	What lessons have been learnt?

	

	Has this initiative been replicated by others? To what extent it may be transferable to other places and countries, other levels of governance?

	

	Any additional relevant information/references

	

	Please indicate who will present the initiative (Mr/Ms, name, position, city, country, e-mail): it is KEY TO ENSURE GENDER BALANCE IN THE LAB TEAM

	

	Language of presentation :

	        
○ English

○ French

○ Russian



	Will you be able to sponsor the lab presenters (travel, board and lodging)?


	

	Will you be able to prepare a 2-3 min. video about your initiative prior to the Forum, in case you are selected?

Yes      No


� The term “information age” is used as a defining concept for the early 21st century and does not imply that the discussion will be restricted to e-enabled forms of communication and participation. It does indicate however, than information technologies have a critical impact on the way information is produced and transmitted, on the media environment and ultimately on political communication and decision-making.





� Examples of initiatives: the Danish Citizen Technology Panels (about once a year, the Danish government convenes an official panel of experts and ordinary citizens to investigate some controversial technical issue, cross-examine experts, and come to consensus about policy recommendations for their parliament and their fellow citizens). The People's Verdict (Canada's Maclean's experiment: a dozen Canadians selected for their differences and meeting in the media spotlight for three days, come up with a common vision for the future of their country). Engagement Game Lab has designed multi-player, online games to engage citizens of all ages in city planning and other interactions with government agencies. These games are fun, challenging, time-limited, and multi-generational. In the London Borough of Lewisham, young people below 18 vote each year, in a real election, for their Young Mayor, who has a real say in local policies, his/her own team and budget. The voter turnout is actually higher than in ordinary local elections and candidates run real campaigns.
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